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Abstract

This study was conducted in the Entomology Laboratories of the Plant Protection Department
at Omar Al-Mukhtar University, Al-Bayda, in 2019. The study lasted for six months under
laboratory conditions of 29 + 1°C and 65 + 5% relative humidity. The study aimed to study
the population density and time period on the competitive dynamics of the saw-thorax beetle
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(Coleoptera: Silvanidae: Oryzaephilus surinamensis). Competition for food and space plays
an important role in determining insect density. The results indicated that competition among
saw-thorax beetles increased when the initial population was large. The results also revealed
that the effect of time on competition among these insect individuals began at the beginning
of the experiment and continued until its end. It was also observed that competition among
individuals was high when the initial population was low, with the number of insects
increasing with increasing time.
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