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Abstract

Aesthetic awareness is a fundamental concept related to an individual’s appreciation of
beauty in nature and daily life. This awareness reflects an individual's ability to perceive and
interact with beauty on an intellectual and emotional level, contributing to the refinement of
taste and the development of creative and spiritual sense. Art education departments within
faculties of education bear a significant and pivotal responsibility in instilling this awareness,
given their role in preparing teachers who shape the conscience of coming generations. This
study examines the role of art education departments within colleges of education in
spreading societal awareness about aesthetic issues and presenting them in ways that reflect
these outcomes and benefit society. The research will address the field experiments that the
Department of Art Education at the University of Benghazi conducted in attempts to spread
awareness of aesthetic issues related to the homeland and the citizen within the local and
international community, as well as the effects resulting from those experiments on the level
of the student, institutions and individuals. The study also addresses those experiments
through two paths: education and community activities. The research yielded several key
findings, the most significant of which is that through colleges of education and art education
departments, social, economic, and environmental issues can be addressed, thereby enhancing
awareness of aesthetic concerns and stimulating critical thinking among students and society.
Furthermore, the incorporation of courses related to the arts and aesthetic education into the
elective curricula of other departments helps students understand the importance of beauty in
daily life and its impact on thought and emotion. These courses play a role in strengthening
local cultural identity and aesthetics, thus contributing to the preservation and dissemination
of cultural heritage.

Keywords: Awareness, society, aesthetic issues, cultural heritage, art education.
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