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Abstract
The research aimed to study the role of Libyan criminal law in protecting women from
domestic violence. The study analyzed the legal framework and implementation challenges
in relation to international standards.
The results revealed that although the Libyan Penal Code includes provisions criminalizing
assault and battery, there are major challenges in effectively addressing domestic violence
and protecting women’s rights. Discriminatory laws are classified in the Penal Code. Note:
What do you mean by discriminatory laws? Sexual violence is treated as crimes against
women's honor rather than as violations of physical integrity, which hinders the prosecution
of perpetrators. Reducing sentences for honor killings further undermines the seriousness of
domestic violence and discourages victims from seeking justice.
Implementation challenges were identified, including alarming levels of violence against
women and girls, limited access to justice and support services, and social pressures that
discourage reporting and seeking legal redress. Women face barriers to accessing the legal
system due to financial constraints, lack of awareness of their rights, and limited availability
of legal aid services.
Keywords: Criminal law, domestic violence, women's protection, assault and battery,
prosecution of perpetrators.
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