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Abstract
This study aimed to explore the options available to victims in pursuing civil claims in criminal courts and the
conditions under which such options are forfeited. It specifically elucidates the principles that provide the victim of a
crime the choice between pursuing civil or criminal legal pathways. Moreover, it delineates the conditions under
which the right to choose for the plaintiff in a civil claim between these pathways is established, and the conditions
leading to the forfeiture of this choice. This forfeiture occurs under circumstances such as filing a civil lawsuit in the
competent civil court, merging of claims in terms of parties, subject matter, and cause, and initiating criminal
proceedings before the victim resorts to the civil court.
The study revealed that a victim of a crime has the discretionary right to choose whether to address the criminal
court to pursue their civil lawsuit or to bring it before the civil judiciary. If the victim opts for the criminal pathway
and initiates their civil lawsuit in the criminal court, they retain the right to abandon this route and refile their lawsuit
in the civil court.
Furthermore, the results indicated that the jurisdiction of the criminal courts over civil lawsuits is an exceptional
authority as stipulated by Article 224 of the Procedures Code and subsequent sections. Additionally, the study
showed that if the crime victim chooses the civil route while the criminal pathway is still available, their right to
resort to the criminal pathway is forfeited, indicating that the right to choose between the civil and criminal
pathways is not absolute .
Keywords: The choice of the person injured by the crime, the civil lawsuit, the civil way, the criminal way, the

forfeiture of the right to choose.
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