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Abstract

Turkish foreign policy toward Saudi Arabia is characterized by pragmatism and dynamism,
having fluctuated between coordination and acute tension. Following a period of economic
partnership and regional openness that accompanied the rise of the Justice and Development
Party (AKP), the repercussions of the 2011 "Arab Spring" sparked deep ideological
polarization. This rift was manifested in fundamental disagreements regarding the situation in
Egypt and support for the Muslim Brotherhood, as well as divergent approaches to the crises
in Syria and Yemen. Political tensions peaked following the 2018 killing of journalist Jamal
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Khashoggi, leading to a near-total freeze in diplomatic coordination mechanisms and an
erosion of mutual trust. However, geopolitical shifts—driven by economic pressures and a
mutual desire to reduce the costs of regional conflicts—paved the way for a new "zero-
problems™ approach, culminating in an exchange of presidential visits in 2022 and the
reactivation of strategic and investment coordination.
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